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SUB J : WALTER FELGATE: INFLUENCE WITH BUTHELEZI MAY BE WANING 

REF: 77 DURBAN A-28 

1 . SUMMARY: RECENT CONVERSATIONS WITH INKATHA OFFICIALS AND 
KNOWLEDGEBLE WHITE OBSERVERS INDICATE ANY INFLUENCE WALTER 
FELGATE HERETOFORE ENJOYED WITH CHIEF BUTHELEZI MAY BE WANING, 
REPORTEDLY BECAUSE OF FELGATE'S HEAVY HANDED ATTEMPTS TO INDUCE 
BUTHELEZI TO ADOPT A MORE RADICAL LINE IN THE INKATHA NEWSPAPER, 
"THE NATION". FELGATE'S ROLE IN MANAGING AND, IN FACT, FUNDING 
"THE NATION" APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN SUBSTANTIAL AND IT IS APPARENTLY 
THE ABSENCE OF A READILY AVAILABLE REPLACEMENT FOR HIS FINANCIAL 
LARGESSE WHICH CONTINUES TO PROVIDE FELGATE SOME ACCESS TO 
BUTHELEZI. END SUMMARY 

2. RECENT CONVERSATIONS WITH INKATHA LEADERS DR. DENIS MADIDE 
AND DR. S.M. BENGU AS WELL AS WITH WHITE JOURNALIST TIME 

MUIL AND PROFESSOR LAWRENCE SCHLEMMER INDICATE WALTER FELGATE 
NO LONGER MAY BE AS INFLUENTIAL WITH CHIEF GATSHA BUTHELEZI 
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AS PREVIOUSLY (REFAIR). OUR SOURCES ATTRIBUTE FELGATE'S ECLIPSE 
TO HIS EXTENDED ABSENCE FROM SA FROM SEPTEMBER 1977 UNTIL 
MARCH 1978, AS WELL AS TO A SUBSEQUENT HEAVY HANDED EFFORT TO 
PERSUADE BUTHELEZI TO PURSUE MORE RADICAL LINES. THEY CONTEND 
FELGATE ATTEMPTED TO USE HIS ECONOMIC LEVERAGE OVER BUTHELEZI 
(I.E., FUNDING INKATHA'S MONTHLY MOUTHPIECE, THE NATION) TO 
INDUCE HIM TO VOICE MORE RADICAL POLITICAL LINES IN THE PAPER 
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THAN THE CHIEF DESIRED. THE CONTROVERSY ALLEGEDLY CAME TO A 
HEAD AT A MAY MEETING IN ULUNDI WHEN BUTHELEZI CRITICIZED THE 
NATION'S RECENT EDITORIAL LINE, PARTICULARLY THE APRIL ISSUE 
WHICH PERSONALLY ATTACKED DR. NYEMBEZI (INKATHA'S SOWETO 
LEADER) FOR HIS ROLE IN COOPERATING WITH PLURAL AFFAIRS 
MINISTER MULDER IN OBTAINING THE RELEASE OF SOME MEMBERS OF THE 
COMMITTEE OF TEN AND IN PLEDGING INKATHA'S PARTICIPATION IN 
SOWETO MUNICIPAL ELECTION. REPORTEDLY THAT STORY WAS PUBLISHED 
BY FELGATE AFTER BUTHELEZI SPECIFICALLY ORDERED IT REMOVED. 

3. SOURCES STATE FELGATE'S RELATIONSHIP WITH BUTHELEZI IS NOT 

YET TERMINATED, HOWEVER. LARGELY BECAUSE THE CHIEF HAS NO READY 
REPLACEMENT FOR THE MONEY FELGATE SEEMS TO HAVE AVAILABLE. 

MUIL, WHO EDITED THE NATION UNTIL LAST JANUARY. SAID FELGATE 
PUT UP IN EXCESS OF R100,000 ($115,000) AT THE TIME THE 
NATION WAS STARTED AND ABSORBED A PRODUCTION LOSS OF 
R60.000 ($70,000) IN 1977 ALONE. AFTER FELGATE'S UNEXPLAINED 
ABSENCE FROM SOUTH AFRICA (REPORTEDLY IN SWEDEN AND THE 
NETHERLANDS) HE RETURNED THREE MONTHS AGO WITH MORE READY CASH. 
AGAIN REPORTEDLY IN EXCESS OF R 100,000. AND A PROPOSAL TO 
PUBLISH THE NATION ON A WEEKLY OR DAILY BASIS WITH TWO 
EDITIONS, ONE FOR THE REEF AND ONE IN NATAL. 

4. COMMENT: SEVERAL POST SOURCES, INCLUDING SOME OF THE 
ABOVE, HAVE PREVIOUSLY ADVANCED THE THEORY THAT FELGATE WAS 
BEHIND THE ANTI-US AND ANTI-WESTERN TONE OF SOME OF BUTHELEZI'S 
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1976 AND 1977 SPEECHES. FELGATE HAS NOT BEEN BASHFUL IN 
DESCRIBING HIMSELF TO US AN AN ANC CONDUIT, AND HE FREQUENTLY 
VOICES HIS DISTRUST OF WESTERN MOTIVES AND ACTIONS IN SOUTHERN 
AFRICA. THE EVIDENCE WOULD SEEM TO INDICATE THAT FELGATE 
PROBABLY HAS ATTEMPTED SOMETHING OF AN ' EMINENCE ROUGE” 
OPERATION WITH BUTHELEZI, USING HIS FINANCIAL LEVERAGE WITH "THE 
NATION” TO THAT PURPOSE. HOWEVER BUTHELEZI'S OWN STRONG-MIND- 
EDNESS AND ADHERENCE TO PRINCIPLE IS WELL KNOWN - OUR CON- 
CLUSION BEING THAT IF FELGATE'S BLANDISHMENTS PRODUCE ANY OF 
THE "INFLUENCE” ALLEGED, IT WAS MORE LIKELY A PRODUCT OF 
BUTHELEZI'S WELL KNOWN, GROWING FRUSTRATION WITH THE US AND 
THE WEST AND DESIRE FOR TANGIBLE SUPPORT RATHER THAN HIS 
RECEPTIVITY TO ARGUMENTS FOR RADICALIZATION PER SE. 

5. THE SOURCE OF FELGATE'S FUNDS TO SUPPORT "THE NATION” IS 
AN INTERESTING ELEMENT OF THE RELATIONSHIP. FELGATE CLAIMS 
THEY ARE DONATIONS FROM SCANDINAVIAN CHURCH GROUPS. HOW 
EXTENSIVE FELGATE'S PERSONAL AND BUSINESS RESOURCES ARE IS NOT 
KNOWN, BUT IT HAS BEEN DIFFICULT FOR BUTHELEZI/INKATHA TO 
IGNORE THE OFFER OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR THEIR IMPOVERISHED 
NEWSPAPER. FOR THAT REASON, IN THE ABSENCE OF SUPPORT FROM 
OTHER QUARTERS, IT IS PROBABLY PREMATURE TO ASSUME THAT 
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FELGATE'S RELATIONSHIP WITH BUTHELEZI HAS ENDED. 

FARBER 
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